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Dhear Sisters and Broshers in 4 hrise,

Mews of big earthguakes has reached ws in ropid successeon: in E1 Salvador. western Indin, and the US
Weer const, Seismelopists have warned thal the frequent small ezrihquakes around M1 Fuji, the syme
bixl @l our nation, may pessibly indivale activity in the mogma. Wi hope that this series of eanbquakes
an a warldlwide scale will not lezd o glehal dizasicrs, Tapan is one of the couniries w1 subjest o
ecarthguakes. In ik early morning of Lun, 17 1993, a severe earthquakes sheok ibe Hanskin Awaji arca
amd b AT peaple Tost tharr lives while 250,000 houses were complewely or partially destroved. Six
years laber, even though the towns and the siceets have been restored. the wounded heans of the people
who lost their loved ones are still anhealed, Gn Fam, 17" dhis vear, several memorial services and
mesztings were held an varions places 1 moorm the viclims. We will never Targel your warm suppo
Frown all cver The world al thal lime. We always ey i keep in eind the need to 2o do reliove sulfferings

g both natural and man-made disasiers.

Stepping forward inge the new cemipry, cach diocese in the NEEE held speeial serviees. Gne of these
wis B Tokyo discesan "MILLENNIUM NOVENA .7 From Dee, 248" o 6 Jan. 2001, prayers and
meditativns seoking for peace and justice were effered on o Dedal of nine days, meving the location
from one church to o different one eoch day, The theme of the prayers rmngsd over the Grucial issues
that the MAKK faces, human rights incloding discrimination agningt dizabled peeple, ALDs as well a5
the iszues of sducativn, mizsion work, and the Korea-lapas church exchange program. I was an
uEpressive event, and we are grocefal that mare than ane thousand peaple are esamated 1o have

participated.

One mure blessing experienced by the HSER anthe beginning of ke new cenmry was the completion
f the Bishop's resrdesce and the diocesan center of Okinawn, The new, three-story hailding has 2
nzulla-parpose theater type hall that can sza1 130 peaple, atosy with a chapel, the bishop®s offies, and
the diccesan effics, The hall is paned after Dr, Bettelheim wha was an Englizh missionary senl to
Dkimawa in 1846 by the Loa Chao Naval Mission. T myself leoked up fo see the brand new whin
huilding shiming in harmony with the Soathern bluc sky al Okinawa.
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