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Declaration from the 1995 NSKK Mission Consultation

1. In the Beginning

Yet Yahweh waits to give you grace; he rises to show you compassion. For Yahweh is a
God of Justice. Blessed are all who hope in him. (Isaiah 30:18)

In May 1994 at the 46th NSKK synod it was resolved that the NSKK Mission Consultation
would be held in 1995. Thus, between August 28 to 31 in this 50th year of the end of the Asia-
Pacific war, we gathered together for a consultation seeking “the Church living in Christ who
works in history, in the world, in society, and among people.” The theme of the consultation was
“The Mission of NSKK — its responsibility in history and its vision toward the 21st century.” At
this consultation we listened to the keynote address (“The Mission of the Church and the History
of Japan”), had Bible study (“The Calling to Do Justice”) and, during the services, heard the
testimonies of guests from Korea and the Philippines. Going through all these programs, we
acknowledged that we had failed to reflect on history through our own faith. During the special
address (“To Transform in Each and Every Place”) we felt challenged as we heard reports on the
environment and witnesses given by women and the disabled who continue to suffer in this present
age. We tried to clarify for ourselves the issues and made some proposals in order to start working
towards the 21st century.

We confess NSKK’s past wrongdoings and ask God and the Asian-Pacific people who
suffered under Japanese invasion for forgiveness. We pray and ask that we may realize that as
people of God we are being called to do justice. May our church be tranformed into the Church

that can hear the cries and sufferings of a divided world.

The living God,

the living, moving Spirit of God

has called us together

in witness,

in celebration,

in struggle.

Give us the strength to repent, and renew us in your Risen Life.

— from the prayers used in the Mission Consultation
2. The Responsibility and Responses of NSKK to History
When we decide in faith to die with Christ (who died on the cross for human love and

unity) and to live with Christ in his risen life, we are being called to the new community of God

(the Church) where we can meet our neighbors and, for the first time, love them in a true sense.
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The Church as an institution often distorts the Gospel, living only to perpetuate itself, develop its
power, and keep its house in order. We must constantly reflect on our daily encounters and remind
ourselves to love and be in solidarity with our suffering neighbors to whom Jesus reveals Himself.

Fifty years ago, in 1945, we of NSKK were standing at a turning point in history: the
defeat of the Tennoh’s nation and the end of Japan’s colonization of her neighbors. In the synod
of that year, Bishop Chinji Sasaki pointed out “the church’s fallacious attitude towards the policy
of the nation” and “the church’s obliviousness to mission” as he spoke about the attitude of the
church during the war. God gave the synod, the House of Bishops, dioceses and each church the
opportunity to reflect on our failure to be prophets during the war. We were also given the chance
to sincerely apologize to our invaded and oppressed neighbors. That would have been a wonderful
opportunity for us to work towards true reconciliation with our neighbors.

But as we see in the form of “Special Prayer Service for Shina-Jihen (China Incidentl )”
and “Special Prayer for Dai-Towa War (Great Asia War2 ),” NSKK had been praying for victory.
NSKK did not reflect on its misdeeds — that we had approved the occupation of other nations and
had contributed to the war in the name of Christ. Instead in the 22nd synod of 1947, NSKK
decided to use the 1938 prayer book again as the official book of common prayer. In this book we
find prayers like “For Tennoh,” “Prayer for Kigensetsu (Empire Day3 )” which acknowledge that
Tennoh’s reign was the will of God. And until the book was revised in 1959, NSKK had taught in
Catechism that in answer to the question “What is it you should do for your neighbor?” her
members were to answer, “... to obey Tennoh and the rulers...” Before Holy Communion, NSKK
had the priests say, “May God bless all who have sovereignty especially our Tennoh...” and in the
morning and evening prayer it was church duty to pray for blessings to Tennoh. Thus, it is clear
that NSKK has failed to deal with many issues after the war.

NSKK eliminated “Prayer for Kigensetsu,” “Prayer for Tennoh,” and so on when we
revised the book of common prayer. However, NSKK has not issued any declaration resulting
from basic reflections on the assumption that the nation’s will was God’s will. We who gather at
this consultation acknowledge that, as a Church that assumes responsibility for its past actions,
we now have to face the fact that NSKK has not reflected on its wrongdoings during the war and
has not issued any statements.

Since its establishment, NSKK has been compromising the Gospel’s ideals by repeatedly
giving in to the nation’s policies. NSKK unquestioningly accepted the “freedom of faith” article
in the Meiji Constitution. The article was adopted by the Meiji government on the condition that
no one was to disturb national peace and order and people were not to go against their duties as
people of Tennoh. NSKK was also drawn to accept other national policies that implemented an
education that made the people obedient to Tennoh, enforced worship at the shrine, and justified
Japan’s war effort under the name “Hakko-Ichiu (the Whole World Under One Roof.4 )’ When
NSKK had finally realized these, it was no longer in a position to resist. At one point NSKK
experienced “oppression by government officials” because of its relationship with the Church of

England, ECUSA, and the Anglican Church of Canada. In spite of these experiences, we, the
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