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How often when we pray to the Lord for something do we think about why it is that we are
asking? Isaiah has written about the gift of “the tongue of those who are taught” and the
“ear to hear as those who are taught”. But he pairs each gift with the reason that they are
given. He has been given the ability of the tongue so that he “...may know how to sustain
with a word the person who is weary” and the ear so that he himself will not be
rebellious. The Lord gives gifts for a purpose. Sometimes we discover the purpose after
we discover the gift. But how often do we think of the purpose when we ask for the gift? This
is something to be pondered during the season of Lent.
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