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Jesus said this about John the Baptist: “This is the one about whom it is written in the prophets:
‘Behold, I send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’”

Matthew 11:2-15

John the Baptist knew who Jesus was. He knew it even before he was born when he leapt for joy
in his mother’s womb. As a grown man and a prophet, John baptized Jesus in the Jordan river,
saying to Him, “I need to be baptized by you and do you come to me?” (Matthew 3:14). He must
have known about the descent of the Holy Spirit as Jesus came up out of the water and about the
voice of God proclaiming Jesus as his Son.

John is not seeking reassurance from Jesus. His question is for his disciples, for Jesus’ disciples,
and perhaps for the Lord himself. He knows the answer before it is given, but it is important for
those to whom it is given. “The blind see. The deaf hear. The dead are raised. Observe the signs
and know that this, indeed, is he of whom the prophets spoke.” John sends word by his disciples
because he knows he is soon to die, and his question gives Jesus the opportunity to declare publicly,

for all who are willing to hear, exactly who Jesus is, so that they might follow Him.
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